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DAMI| Website

Our website
www.disability-
awareness.or needed
updating, so this fal we
made it more useful and
informative. It has re-
sourcesfor raising aware-
ness abou disabiliti es in
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religious educaion set-
tings. It has liturgical
resources for worship. It
has links to ather helpful
sites and a copy of a

Child Inclusion Assess
ment Survey form for
registering children in
classes and activities.
There's much that’s new
so ched it out!

INMH

The Interfaith
Network for Menta
Hedth, o which DAMI
is a member, hdds free
quarterly medingsfor in-
formation sharing and
networking among faith
communities. The next
meding is December 7
over thenoon how, 11:30
to 1:30, at St. Mary's
Gree&k Orthodox Church,
3450 Irving Ave S,

(QVXUH WKDW SHRSOH ZLW|
GLVDELOLWLHYV LQ \FBRD
JUHJDWLRQ UHFHLYH LQIR

DERXW IOX VKRWV

Mpls.
Basilica Program (p. 2
The Basilica of
St. Mary is offering free
monthly programs on
mental hedth topics.
Chedk the DAMI website
for dates, times and top-
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On August 24, the Re-
source Center for Churches
and DAMI partnered to pre-
sent a seminar for religious

p education workers. Attend-

ing were 14 people from 7

denominations. This work-
shop teades attendees how
to use a Child Inclusion
Asssanent Survey form at
registration time to gather
information about disabili -

ties  that staff can acom-
modate kids with special
needs in educaion pro-
grams. To lean more, visit
our web siteor cal DAMI at
612-230-3264
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Fall Review; Inclusive Registration Seminar

Marfan Syndrome; Basilica M ental Health Program
M aking Wor ship Welcoming; Adult Forum at North UMC
Appeal for Support; DAMI Yearly Memberships
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Marfan syndrome is a
heritable condition that af-
fedsthe mnnedivetisae,
which holds the body to-
gether and provides a
framework for growth and
development. In Marfan
syndrome, the @nnedive
tissue is defective and
does not ad as it should.
Connredive tisse is found
throughout the body, so
Marfan syndrome can af-
fed many body systems,
including skeleton, eyes,
heart, blood vessels,
nerves, skin and lungs.

Marfan syndrome af-
fects men, women, and
children, and is found
among people of al races
and ethnic badkgrounds.
At least 1 in 5,000 people
in the USA is estimated to
have the disorder.

Marfan syndrome is
caused by a defect
(mutation) in the gene that
determines the structure of
fibrilli n, an important pro-
tein of connedive tisale.
A person with Marfan syn-
drome is born with the

disorder, even thouwgh it
may not be diagnosed urtil
later in life. Although ev-
eryone with Marfan syn-
drome has a defed in the
same gene, the mutation is
spedfic to ead family and
not everyone experiences
the same dharaderistics to
the same degree This is
cdled variable expresson,
meaning that the defedive
gene expresses itself in
different ways in different
people. Scientists do not
yet understand why vari-
able expresson occurs in
people with Marfan syn-
drome.

The defedive gene can
be inherited. The dild of
a person who has Marfan
syndrome hasa 50 percent
chance of inheriting the
disease. Sometimes a new
gene defed occurs during
the formation of sperm or
egg cdls, but two unaf-
feded parents have only a
1in 10,000chanceof hav-
ing a cild with Marfan
syndrome. Possbly 25
percent of cases are due to

a spontaneous mutation at
the time of conception.

Discovery of and living
with agenetic disorder can
cause socia, emotional, or
financial stress requiring
adjustment in outlook and
lifestyle. Adults diagnosed
with Marfan syndrome
may fed angry or afraid.
They may also fea pass
ingit to future generations
or fea its physicd, emo-
tional and financial ef-
feds.

Parents and siblings of
a dild with Marfan syn-
drome may fed sadness
anger, and guilt. It isim-
portant for parents to
know that nothing that
they did caused the fib-
rilli n gene to mutate. Some
children with Marfan syn-
drome ae alvised to re-
strict their adivities. This
lifestyle adjustment may
be hard for a dild to un
derstand or accept. Pro-
viding suppart is key.
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Tom Green, Diredor of
Spedal Projeds at the
Basilica of St. Mary in
Minneapalis, invited
DAMI to attend aplanning
medingin July, 2005 He
was eking help to creae
a program to raise aware-
nessand draw attention to
the need to suppart fami-
lies living with mental ill -
nessand/or developmental
disabilities. DAMI pro-

vided consulting services
regarding organizational
issues related to initiating
the program. The Basilica
Mental Hedth Committee
evolved from the planning
processand generated two
subcommittees: (1) Men-
tal lliness; (2) Develop-
mental Disabilities. Eacdh
of these ommittees held
an educationa forum for
the @ngregation to lean

about their respedive is-
sues. In May, the Mental
Health Committee spon-
sored a resource fair that
featured 34 vendors of
mental hedth resources in
thisregion. Thisyea, the
Basilica is offering a
monthly Wednesday
evening seminar from Sep
thru May on a variety of
mental hedth topics.

L36 1RV )DIWKERP
PXQLWLHV WR
$SFFRPPRGDWH
&KLOGUHQ ZI WK
ODUIDO 6\QGURPH

,GHQWLI\ FKLOGUH

Q

ZLWK 0DUIDQ V\QGURPH
WKURXJIK DQ LQFOXYLYH
UHJLVWUDWLRQ SURFHVV

OHHW ZLWK SDUHQWV
OHDUQ DFFRPPRGDWLRQV

XVHG DW KRPH

$JUHH RQ VDIHW\
OLPLWV DQG UHVWU

5DLVH DZDUHQHV
0DUIDQ 6\QGURPH

LFWLRQ\

RI

WKURXJIK HGXFDWLRQ

(YDOXDWH DFWLYLWLHV

ZLWK 0DUIDQ LQ PLQ

&UHDWBFFRPPR

G

GDWLRQV LQ HYHQWV

DFWLYLWLHV

DAMI NEWS
Disability Awareness
Ministries, Inc.

MN Church Center
122 West Franklin Ave.
Mpls., MN 55404-2435
612-230-DAMI (3264)
info@disability-
awareness.org
DAMI News is published by
Disability Awareness
Ministries, Inc.

DAMI is an independent
501(c)3 non-profit, founded
in 1991, whose mission is
to remove barriers in faith-
based communities that
prevent full participation of
people with disabilities in
community Ifie.
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From an article by Rev.
Kimberly AnneWilli s
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ch usive worship.
nvite people with dis-

OF1DQH\ (PDLOWR gpjlitiesto participate.
UPFQDQH\#DEF XVD Ry people with disabil -

(SLVFRSDO
HFGHDI FRP
DKHDOLQJPLQLVW

-HZLVK &RPPXQLW,

XVFM RUJ DFFHVVLELPLIY

MIFVPSOV RUJ 6HU

ities are willi ng and able
to participate asliturgists,
preaders, ushers,
aolytes and communion
s. A personina
U\ dchair can spedk or
serve ommunion. A per-
sonwho ishlind can sing
or read scripture.
horic language.
Metaphor is often used to

anegative dtitude
YI‘ab?_ﬂqou‘(t?}(/jisability. Avoid

VHUYLFHV KWPO ,QF@xMbRnd to Gods

IXWKHUDQ

presence'’ or "ded to
Godsvoice" For people
who are blind or ded,

HOFD RUJ GLVDELOQLW/ich phrases judge who

OHQQRQLWH

they are. Avoid using any
form of disability to ill us-
trate our spiritual condi-

DGQHWRQOLQH RUJ tion.

3UHVE\WHULDQ
SFXVD RUJ SKHZD
SGF KWP

8QLWDULDQ

XXD RUJ SURMDPY

WLFH
DFFHVVLELOLW\
8QLWHG OHWKRGL
QHZ JEJP XPF RBJ
FRU ZRUN KHDOWH
1DWLRQDO 2UJDQ
DDPU RUJ

MRQLDQGIULHQGV R

QDPL RUJ
QRG RUJ

Cuesin worship.
Encourage the use of mul-
tiple aesin worship.
Combine simple printed
diredionsin the bulletin

with oral and physicad
cues. To stand, asimple
indication in the bull etin
combined with the verbal
cue, "Pleaserise & you
are &le" and the physicd
cue of raising one's arms
provides multiple aiesto
the cngregation.

M ovement in wor ship.
For some people, certain
movements or the anourt
of time spent standing,
kneding, or sitting may be
uncomfortable. Communi-
cde the option not to par-
ticipate in any adion on
the basis of comfort or
conscience

Asdstance

People with disahiliti es
may desire asstance dur-
ing different ads of wor-
ship. Expressopennessto
requests for assstance,
and work with people
with disabiliti es to find
credive solutions.
Sacramental practices.
Ask people with disabili -
ties how they want to par-
ticipate in saaamental
cdebrations. Don't pre-
sume to know or make

dedsions on their behalf.
Preaching on disability.
Avoid interpretations of
scripture that equate dis-
ability with sin, alad of
faith, or God's judgment.
Disability Awareness
Spedal services empha-
sizingisaesrelated to
disability cen effedively
educae mngregations but
seek consultation from
people with disabiliti es
and invite them to partici-
pate. Acknowledge the
ways people with disabili -
ties have been excluded.
Speaking.

Sped clealy with enough
volume to read the badk
of the sanctuary. Provide
assgsted listening devices.
Reserve seaing for ded
and hard-of-heaing peo-
pleto see asignlanguage
interpreter.

Visual Impair ments.
Provide large print hym-
nalsand hulletins. Use 16
or 18 pant type for
printed matter.
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October 8, 2006 was
the first Inclusion Aware-
V\ ness Sunday in the Min-
nesota Annwal Conference
of the United Methodst
K¢ Church. At their Annual
| ][ Meding in May, United
Methodists of Minnesota
passd a resolution desig-
nating the second Sunday
of October as Inclusion
AwarenessSunday.
On that Sunday, the

Adult Sunday Schod class
of North United Methodist
Church, Minnegdlis, in-
vited DAMI to give apre-
sentation. We showed the
video: Suprising Grace
People, Disabilities,
Churches, which tell s sev-
eral stories of how people
with disabiliti es ®rvetheir
congregations and share
their gifts. After thevideo,
the class leaned about

DAMI's Inclusion Team
Program, what it is and
how it has been imple-
mented at Rosemount
UMC. The dass ended
with a question and answer
sesgon.

If you would like an
adult forum presentation at
your place of worship,
contact DAMI to set a
date. 612-230-3264




DAMIT News

Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church

Disability Awareness Mnistries, Inc.
122 West Franklin Avenue, Room # 7
Minnegoadis, MN 554042435

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

MINNEAPOLIS, MN

'$0, 1HZV

'21%$7,216

$vV  GUDZV WR D

"$0, <HDUO 0 HP EHUWKLSV

FORVH WKH %RDUG [

6WDII DW '$0, DUH
JUDWHIXO IRU WKH

ZH KDYH UHFHLYHG

IURP FKXUFKH\LQGL
YLGXDOV '$0, KDV
KDG D JRRG \HDU D
ZH ORRN IRUZDUG
30HDVH FRQVLG
DQ HQG RI WKH \HDU
WR KHOS FRQWLQX
ZRUN RI UDLVDQDUH
QHVV DERXW MJFDX

VLRQ RI SHRSOH ZI}

GLVDELOLWLHY

Jl

(C
W
HL
J

H -

W

DAMI is a membership
nonprofit organization.
The bylaws grant voting
privileges at the Annual
Meding to persons who
join DAMI and whose to-
tal gifts equal or exceal
$25 a 10 hours of volun-
teg service in a cdendar
yea. (Gifts of less than
$25are ill welcome!)

Contribution Structure
$25Friend

$50 Supparter
$100Advocae
$500Partner
$1000Sustainer
$5000Benefador
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